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TUESDAY, MAY 18, 1915
Extending Its Usefulness

UNE 1, when the Richmond Federal Re-

serve Bank will inaugurate its clearing

plan, under which it will undertake the col-
lection of checks on member banks in the
Fifth District, will see a1 wide extension of
the usefulness of this institution. It may he
expected that eventually the bank., in con-
nection with its ecolleagues, will undertake
the collection of checks of members through-
out the whole svstem.

Free collection of checks will he a boon to
those business men who have not enjoyved it
in the past. It is true, as Governor Seigy
says, that the expense of such collection has
fallen usually on the wrong parties to the
transaction. The old methods have had other
and grave disadvantages. It is pleasant to
observe the Richmond Reserve Bank taking
the lead in their amendment,

==

Light on Gas Works Lease

LET‘ it be hoped that the Administrative
Board will disappoint the prophets and
not content itself with a simple recommenda-
tion to Council that the offers to lease the
Gas Works, that are now pending, be re-
jected. Let it be hoped that the board will
favor the public with an extended explana-
tion of just why it takes this stand.

The matter is an interesting one, and the
board claims to be possessed of special in-
ftormation, It should share its knowledge
with the less-informed elements of the com-
munity, so that all of us may heneflt, A
simple statement that it thinks the lease of-
ters should be rejected wonld hardly prove
convineing.

We trust, at any rate, that the bourd's rea-
#on for opposing the lease is not' the same as
that of Arthur Glasgow—who wants the ity
to retain control beeause control aceentuites
the need of radical reform in the methods of
municipal government.

e

Defense of the PPine Trees

T is a good thing that we have a Forestry
Department in this State under the charge
T a competent expert.  \While the pine woods
" Virginla are neither as valuable nor as
rlaraecteristic as those of North Carolina—
A, ¢ we do not take our very name from the
" i of the pine—yet ther are valuable
croauzh and well worth conserving, Ameri-
It pine forests are at present moenaced by
< invasion of the European pine-shoot moth,
cibinsect which has worked immense damage
i the forests of Continental Europe, Tt is a
smull orange-red moth  with wings. Its
farvae feed on pine buds and the Iwigs of
yYoung tress; £

The HMirvde attack trees between the ages
of six and fifteen vears, anil oveasionally
other trees up to the age of thirty.

The pine-shoot moth was aceidentally in-
troduced into this country on some imported
pine twigs,  Its raids were almost immediate-
1y observed on Long Island, though at first
the experts did not know what to attribute
-the blight to.  As soon as they discovered the
presence of the pine-shoot moth, measiures
were taken to protect the country from the
foreign danger.  The Department of Agricul-
ture has forbidden the fmportation of Kuro-
pean pine trees after July 1, 1015, under a
quarantine order. It is difficult, however, to
tell how far the pest has extended itself. and
Forestry Department may he
vigorous defense of the

I

called on
native pine

for a

Sane Provision for Defense -
VENTS of the Jast ten dayvs have brought
home to most of us the need of strength-
ening the country’s naval and military estah-
lishments. Dangoer great and so ob-
vious, indeed, that the penduium may swing
hackwarid. From a wise disinelination to
burden our people with milftarisn's fearful

i sn

load—an attitude of mind that found CXpres- |

sion, perhaps, in  parsimony  rather than
economy in providing for national defense
there is8 a possibility now that we shall sue-
cumb to the clamoring of the iingo moh.
It was fine and encouraging read

I the

s, speeches of Secretary Daniels and Admirsl

“Nleteher, delivercd the otlher night at the
dinner given in New York to the officers of
. the Atlantic Flecet; it ine
“all of them must have

Wits to share, as
aone, the spinit

0 thy

Admiral Dewoy, road iwtme occasion;
but all of us agrce that aur navy shonld hoe

3 - placed in a condition of maximum ¢ fMeieney.

Admiral Fletcher
larger provision of

thinks thero
Inrpedo-boat destrovers,
In vessels of
OUT BAVE 16 Woe-
deficieney should he
The fine work done by the Narvy

must be

rs
‘the latter tyvpe, partioularly,
Cfully defieient, and the
" remedied.

Paniels requires 1o he coeouragod and ny-

More attentinn
Sihe naval militia of the

onght

Sliales

he:
and

Lo Eiven

larger

Jilhﬂmhﬂtﬂ of regular officers assigned 1o their

¢grill and instruction,

' 8o with the army. Secretary

of |
{ gturdy optimism that animated the letter of |

‘Department under the dircetion of Secretary |

Congress should make pravision for :

Garrigon's |
moderate and sensible program, im‘olvingi

the addition of 25,000 or 30,000 men to the
regular establishment, invites approval. We
think ourselves that the officers’ corps should
be so increased, in addition to those officers
made necessary by new formations, as to per-
mit the assignment of skilled military in-
glructors, on a more generous scale, to the
National Guard. We think the National
Guard should be knit more closely to the
army, and that larger provision should be
mude for its pay and maintenance. Certain-
iy artillery and cavalry organizations ought
to be supplied with horses, so that they may
learn to maneuver as they would be required
to do in war.

In both army ana navy aviation must re-
ceive real encouragement. If, as has been
suggested, American manufacturers of air-
craft have not developed the type modern
conditions approve, the government had better
go in the manufacturing business for itself.
Somehow, it will have to acquire the ma-
chines and train the men to use them.

Theso reforms seem hoth needed and ob-
vious. They involve relatively small addi-
tions to our permanent establishment, but
carried out in good faith would provide a
navy reasonahly adequate Lo the defense of
ur coasts and an army that would supply a
first line of defense in case of attack. They
place the emphasis where under our system
and with our traditions it should be placed—
on the National Guard,

We ean do what is necessary without going
war crazy or defense mad—and that which
is necessary ought to he done.

With Germany Alone

T is suggested in some of the dispatches
from Washington that, in response to
President Wilson's note, Germany will agree
to the abandonment of submarine warfare, on
condition that the United States insist on
the right of neutrals to convey foodstuffs to
German ports. It is inconceivable that this
offer, should it be made, will meet with the
administration’s acceptance or approval.

The differences with Germany, which led
to the President's splendid declaration of
American rights, are with Germany alone,
They constitute in themselves a perfect and
impregnable cause of action. The wrongs
we have sufferad are not condoned by British
violations of other principles of international
law, nor shall we endure the danger of their
repetition, nor accept guarantees of their dis-
continuance which arce made conditional on
the aets or policies of a third party. We
shall not permit our ecitizens to he trans-
formed into hostages for British observance

of a rule of conduct that Germany lays
down.
Under international law, it ought to be

reamembered, the allics have an unassailable
right to blockade the German coast. It is
true that, In response to the German sub-
marine policy, the allies have adopted a form
of blockade not hitherto recognized, and have
undertaken to extend this hlockade, in effect,
to neutral as well as to encmy coasts. That
is an invasion of neutral prerogatives, against
which this government has protested strenu-
ously amd against which it will continue to
protest, but the injury inflicted is utterly un-
like, whether in character or degree, that in-
volved in the wanton destruction of defense-
less Amerfcan lives.

Germany must meet our terms directly.
If an offer 2o arbitrate the questions at issue
he wecompanied by a promise to suspend,
while the arbitration is in progress, the
methods of warfare from whieh our protest
springs, it may be acceptable. Indeed, as
has been suggested bhefore on this page, it
would be difficult for 1the United States to de-
eline arbitration when the proposal is ac-
companied by an agreement to abandon sub-
mirine attacks on merchant shipping.

We would guarantee in this fashion that
future safety of our nationals on the high
seas that was the prineipal object of Mr. Wil-
son’'s note.  Certainly, we have no desire to
emulate Gernany in professing scorn for and
indifference to the views and opinions of other
cnlightened nations.  Certainly, also, we can-

not he distrusttul of the finding of any
arbitral  hoard that ecould be selected.
“Thriee is he armed who hath his quarrel

Just,” and America should have no hesltaney
in submltting its eause to the judgment of
horest men, as it would have no hesitancy, in
the more dreadful alternative, of submitting
that eanse to the arbitrament of the sword,

We discuss these matters at this length be-
cuuse‘they are the subject of present specu-
lntlon. If, however, we were ourselves to
hazard a guess at the nature of the German
reply, it wonld be that the note from the
Wilhelmstrasse will contain the very proposi-
tion that America eannot accept-—the sugges-
tion that this nation hecome the dagger at
Britain's throat. Doubtless, there will be an
adequite number of fine phrases and exXpres-
sions of regret, but we shall he surprised to
find it meeting the issue with the frankness
the situntion demands. e

Decision, however, rests with Derlin., The
Kaiser and his advisers, with the President’s
nota before their eves and the unanimous np-
proval of that note by American sentiment
within their conscionsness, must cast the die.

Pan-American Finance
N the piress of war news we are likely to

forget that on May 24 one of the most im-
portant conferences ever held in this country
will begin in Washington. This is the Pan-
American  Financial Conferenee, ealled hy
secretary MceAdoo.  Eighteen of the twenty
Ameriean republics will he represented.

This conferance is the first great effort on
the part of this country to take advantage of
the unprecedented opportunity offered by the
war for bringing the United States into eloser
coniact, commercially and otherwise, with
HSouth Ameriea.  The specific purpose is to
improve banking facilities, so that the Latin-
Ameriean republies can frade on advantage-
ous terms with this ecountry, At present
South America i a commercial tributary of
England; we have little more conneetion with
our sister continent than we have with Asia.
In the past the United States has been un-
popular with the South American republies.
Although it has been only the Monroe Doc-
trine and Knglish support of the Monroe Doc-
trine  which  have stood between  South
Ameriea and attempled conquest by outside
powers, the United States has never roceived
the slightest eredit for its efforts in support
of South Ameriean independence.  We have
usially been regardod with suspicion, if not
with ill-will, by our southern neighbors, who,
nevertheless, owe thelr existence to us.

Thig estrangement is partly our own fault.
We have made no serious attempt to gain
the husinesa and friendship of South Ameriea.
tr.efiorts in that line have been sporadie.

In 18809 Seeretary of State Blaine convened
the first great conference « American re-
publies, but this promising wias never

art
tollowed up. The nmu'lrlmm,\\ is ours again
to win the trade and friendship pf our south-
cru sigiers.

SONGS AND SAWS

No Frills, Anyhow,.
Some folks insist
That 1taly's missed
The path of falth and duty:
S5he will not fight
For “truth” or “right,”
Or other morul beauty,

The hopes of Rome

Lie closer home

facts — eschewing
cies—

She'll saunter in

When she can win

And take Lhe fewest chances.

To fan-

She doesn’'t tonke
The time to make
A single protestation,
Excopt that she
Is bound to be
A somewhat larger nation.

Her simple song
Of course ig wrong—
It violates tradition—
Always before
Each nation swore
'Twas free from raw ambition.

But after all
If Truth should bawl
Her message from the steaples,
Would she not say
That Ttaly's way
Is that of other penples?

The Peasimint Saye:
It never rains but it pours. Thatl is why wea
have the European war, revoelution in Mexico,
uprisings in Portugal, oppression In China and

the Roosevelt-Barnes libel suit all at the same
time.

Modesty.

He—YWhy are you alwavs reminding me that
¥ou might have marrled some one eclse?

She—I don't recall that early error of Judg-
ment 80 much on yYour Account as on my own,
I want to preserve in myselfl a proper intel-
lectual humility.

Finnneclal Precaution.
“Can’t close up that little
owe me?"
“T eould but for one thing. Because of the
unsettled condition of our foreign affaira T have
felt compelled Lo declare a moratorium.”

you ancount you

Neanrly All
Grubha—Is Jinks very much of a jingo? b,
Stubbs—I =should =ay he l=, Tn faet, you might
say he 1s typieal of the whole hrood. He is very
anxious that evervhody shall go to war except
himself,
Out of Character.
It really ig quite curious—
No malter what you sav—
Thit all the folks penurious
Hhould give themselves awav,
THE TATTLER.

War News Fifty Years Ago

(Fmmm Newspaper Files, May 18, 1865.)

A Washineton dispateh to the New York Tri-
bune says the public here manifests utmost
enthusiasm over the ecapture of Jeiferson Davis.
Some timid politlcians, however, express a wish

thit he had escaped to foreign parts, or heen
shot and killed while trying to escaps,  They
seem to fear that his possession mav he em-

barrassing to the U'nited States government,

It is now understood that Mr. Davis and the
other oficials of the Confederate Rovernment
captured  with him  have heen conveved to

Savannah, and from there they will be taken by
steamer to Fortress Monroe.

The trial of the so-called Lincoln conspirators
ie dragping its slow length Along In Washington,
The trial is being held behind closed doors, and
A« Vel no reporters for the newsapapers
admitted,  Therefore no definlte nsws ecan
glven, but it may be antleipated. The
court has been constructed for a purpose,
that purpose ls well deflned. The court was
assembled to conviet, and conviet it will No
ane arralened hefore it ean hope to escape the
gallows.  All are doomed, and were doomed
hefore the trials commenced,

A dispateh from Nashville, Tenn.. savs Gov-
crnor Joseph Brown, of Georgla, was arrested
last Monday in that elty and has been made a

prisonier of war. Governor Brown was in 1841

bie

and

so-called |

4 vigorous secessionist, and continued sa tn he |

for all of the war, 50 savs the dispatch; but his
opposition in the last davs of the war to
CUonfederate administration, and especially
the peculiar methods of President Davis,
urged as somewhat of a
Anyhow, Governor Brown i8 now a prisoner, and

Lo
Ari

he will have to take care of himself. Hea hnas
alwaye taken good care of hlmself, and the
supposition is that he will continue so to do.

the |

palliation in his case. |

The Governor is a sly old codger, and it will |

be sirange if the Yankees get the hest of him.
Major-Gienernl Emory, commanding the De-
paritment of West Virginia, haa issued an arder
offering to all Confederate oficers and soldlars
wlho surrender within a glven length of tima
the same terms accorded to General Les and his
soldiers at Appomattox. The order, however,
exclurdes from these terms such persons as claim

homes in the Distrlet of Columbia, or In the
Stiates of Maryvland, Kentucky and Missour
Such are prohlbited from returning ta thelr

hoames without special permission from the War
Pepartment.

Major - General

Gibbons, commanding the
Twenty-fourth Army Corps, has established
hiz headquarters on the River Road, or the
ffary Streat extenslon, one mile from the ety

He has not much to do out there, but his head-

auarters are very stylish, and he and his sub- |

alterns are putting on many alrs.

Richmond at the first shot of the cannon
1851, hns come back again, and yvesterday estah-

lished an ofMce in the city. All the deserters
are trooping in, now that there are some
pickinga.

The President of the United States, and his

name is Johnson, has recognized Dan von Gron-
Ing Aas vice-conaul of Italy, statloned at Rich-
mond,

The men of New York who speculate in gold
coin are at sea. One day the preclous metal,
without any known cause, Soars awny up yonder,
and the next day it is down to the hottom. The
litest reporis are to the effect that gold was
selling freely at 129, which was conslderably
bhelow the fizure quoted two weeks ago.

Current Editorial Comment ’

The experiment of practically

v ¥ transferring  the functions of |
.{;":i:’i:lilia::g sovernment to the people In
their capacity of voters at the

Abuses polls through the initiative, refer-
endum and recall has come to

its own in the State of Washington., The peti-

tion nulsanee, as it Is now called, has fAnally
become ton great for tolerance. It is an axiom
that anybody will sizn a petition for anyvthing,

I'rofessional or regular passers of petitions he-

came familinr figures,. The presentations of pe-
titions hecame a nulsance. So the Leglislature
hus  passed o law-—and over the Governors

veto—that there shall he no more petition pass-
ing and sollcitation "of signatures. Herecafter
when petitions are  desired for some of the
ohjects which the Western ldea of managing
sovernment approves, such petitions shall be
posted at certaln places, and voters sufficiently
concerned £hall go there to sign thelr names.
This is a decided improvement. The old willing-
ness to sign petitions, often to get rid of impor-
tunity, resalted in a0 many frivolous and in-
Jurious things in the way of careless nomina-
tlors, freak legislation, and so on, that the
initiative and referendum fell Into disrepute.
Hereafter thas voter must he sufclently Inter-
ested to go after the petition, instead of having
It come after him. 1t {s a ratlonal refarm, for
there 18 no more reason that a petitlon should
he brought to the voter than that the ballot box
ghould he. This may Indicate that a sober senso
I8 taking held of the people, and that they
will ask themselves later why thaere should ho
petitions at all. Possibly it ia the awing of the
pendulum starting back toward representative
government by which voters shall elect men to

I of complalnt.
The Adams Express Company, which deserted |

in |

| all

attend to the needed affairs of lawmaking and
public regulation. Potition is & legitimate func-
tlon In public life, but its legitlinacy lies in the
sober counslderation of the slgners concerning
some abuse to which It is decmed desirable that
the regular functlons of government have thelr
Attention called in this emphatiaomanner. When
It is used as a regular political instrument, as
It has been undor the new-fungled form of gov-
ernment In Western States, it loses its forco
and effect and becomes an instrument of political
manipulation., The State of Washington has
taken one step to get out of the muddle of
EOovernment which the hyeterin of recent years
has caueed.—Indianapolls News.

There runs through the columns

Allegian of the Inspired German press a
l:gN':)tm strange delusion that In case of
Divided hostilities between Germany and

the United States the so-called
German-Americans of this eoun-
try will take sldes with Germany, and we shall
\bo torn by a elvil war that will leave us help-
less. That bellef s the Insplration of madness.
Berlin could make no graver blunder than Lo
be guided by It In shaping Its reply to the Presi-
dent's note. Foreigners are often decelved by
the acrimonies of American controversy. They
are never more certain to be deceived than when
they expect the American people, in the face
of a national crisls, to divide on racial lines.
The true sentiment of American ecitizens of
German blood and German birth Is expressed by
that noble old patriot, Rudolph Blankenburs,
Mayor of Philadelphia, when he says, “I am past
seventy, but, my friends, that I8 not too old to
fisht in defense of the flag If necessary.” In any
I&sue of war between Germany and Gireat Britain
their sympathies are naturally with Germany.
In any issue of war hetween Germany and the

United States thelr sympathies and their lves
will be with the United States. This is their
country. Its laws are their laws. Its govern-

ment Is thelr government., s institutions are
thelr institutions. Its rlghts are their rights.
Its honor |s their honor, [ts future is the future
of their posterity.—New York Warld.

The Voice of the People

Derivatlon of West "oint.

To the Editor of The "Times-Dispateh:
Sir,—Whether the name of West DPoint s
changed Is entirely an aftair of the people of
that town: but such a mistake as that made in
A recent issue as to the origin of the name

should be corrected.

An Indian named John West, a son of the |
Queen of Pamunkey, appears once in our records,
but he had nothinz to do with the name West |
Point. Johin West, hrother of Lord Delaware, |
and one of three hrothers who were Governors
of Virginla, patented land at and near West |
Point at an early date, and the holdings of the
family were largely increased by hls sons and
grandsons. Down to the Revolution the family
of West, llving hoere, was not only one of the
most prominent in the county, but In the calony. |
Indeed, it has the unique distinetion of Lieing the

only family ever complimented by a Virginia
Legislature. In 1660, in consideratlon of “the
many important favours and services rendered |

to the countrer of Virginla by this nohle fumily

of the Wests,” Colonel John West, then their
only survivor, was exempled taxation.
West Polint already has a legal name as a
town., In April, 158%1, a port was established
“for the upper parts of York River at Waost
Point.”  In October, 1765, the Assembly named
the town at West Point, Delaware, The feoffees

to sell Ints were John Waller, Philip Whitehend
and John West, il the records of King Willlam
County, under date of December 4, 17068, contain
numerous deeds for lots in the town of Delaware,

Among the appear the names of
Wialler, White Anderson, Carr, Walker,
AMiles, Torry, ) cathier, Mimo, Clough, Willis,
Chew, Wy » Pmbney, Priddy, Fox, West, Chad-
wick, Higgason, PMiekells, Claiborne, Littlepage, |
Platt,  Fleming, Willeroy, Iickerson, Seurs, |
Binford and Taslor. W. G 8
Richmond, May 17, 1915, |
—_— |
Answers Sulimarine's Defender. |

Editor of The Times-Dispateh:
In your column under the heading, “The
f the People,” appears an artlele wrltten
Roland B. Grom. ‘This gentleman claims
An American in every sense of the word,
I wish ta deny this allegation, and belis that
every true American that reads his artice will
agree with me. It may be true that Dre. Grom's
grandfather and futher may have worn the Gray,
but after reading his artlele T am convineed thnt
this not worthy to wenr eithey
the In my humble judgment
mian that will wantonly condons a erime I
the sinking by o German suhmarine of a mé
chant ship ecarryineg women and children with
even g remote chance of rescue on the hich seas
(free 1o all nntions of the earth) is not « true
Ameriean or worthy to be called such. This mun |
goes further and =tates that they got what they
laserved. Is not this enough to make one's |
hlood boell when one thinks of those helpless
little children struguling in the blue water of
the ocean without an effort to save the little
bodies from certain death?

I would like to say ene more word. Na, Dr, |
Grom, | think you are wrong Th« sentiment of |
the people is with the allies, and not with vour

S
Voice n
by Dr.
to he

himself
Gray or Blue,

man 1g

friviids, the Germans, | F. E.G.
Petersburg, Va., May 14, 1815, |
Chemieal Compnny's [Mvyvidend.
Tno the Editor of The Times-Dispateh:
Sir.—An editorial in your wr of to-day,
headed, "Policy of Overcaution,” 1 think might
be nigleading 1o peo who do not thoroughly

underatand the situntion.

You are right In statlng that the Virginia-
Carolina Chemieal Company hans heen for mans
veinrz a regular dividend payer. In fact, it has |
paid dividenids on its preferrcd stock of 8 per
vent every vear stnce it was organized in Oc- |
toher, 1 It has paid these dividends quar- |
terly, except the U two quarters of the flscal |
svear ending May 41, 1915, For these two tlivl—1
dends, amounting to 4 per cont, the hoard of |
dlrectors of the company declared a scrip divi- |
dend, which will he issued to stackholders nf
record May 1815, just as soon as the serip |
. . perly prepared, countersizned and |

oy the Guaranty Trust Company of |
This serip bears interest at the

[ 6 per cent per annum, and matures May
with the right of redemption by the
¢ *January 1, 1816, at par and acerued in-
terast,
We have positive assurance that any stock-
holder who desires to sell his serip any time
during June, 1915, e¢an do 80 at the rate of 69
per eent of Its par value: 'so0 that no Serip-
helder will he ealled upon to sacrifice his serip,
nor can we gee that under these conditions any
preferred stockholder can have any just cause
8. T. MORGAN,
Presldent Virginia-Carolina
Chemical Company,
i915.,

Richmond, May 17,

Queries and Answers

Voting.

How may a person who will be twenty-one by
election day get his poll tax paid, seelng that
there (s no assessment against him?
HANOVER, |
He wauld have to explain the facts tn the
assessor, who is empowered to make assessment
in such eascs,

Fxnmination of Minernis.
May I have minerals examined free of charge
anywhere in Virginin? MRS, M. J.
The Commissioner of Agriculture, Capitol
Bullding, RNichmond, Va., will do the hest he
¢an to have the Bureau of Chemistry attached

to his office do this sort of work for citizens
of the State.  Write to him,.

Fitiquette. l

I gn to fill an engagement to take a lady |

driving and find three callers. Would it he gond |

manners  for her to keep her engagement

with me?
Certalinly,

Coarnegle Medal,
To whom should application be mad
Carnemin meda)?
F. M. Wilmot,
Pitteburgh, Pa.

e for the
AP H.
Secretary Carnegle Heprn Fund,

Dissntisfled,

WIII vou tell me why vou
paper to a recent query when
anil addressed fnvelopn  for

replied
1 sent
answer?
" MISS R, O.
nf some general inter-
hout it which rendered

in wour
stamped

Your question was ane
est. There was nothing a
the answer as given improper.  You signed yvour
name in full, and the initials only were given
in the paper. We should sean have no query
column If we sent private replies to all ques-
tHons and, then, as we should not have tha
incentive of Keeping up a valuable department
of the pagar, we should soon cease to reply at

to letters such as yvours. Tt nften happens
that a‘auery takes an hour to anawer. Sometimes
a subhscriber will with a single question get
from us in labor and time as mueh as wotled
pay for his year's subscription and witheut the
privilege of making up a Query Column from

| a

our corresponfdence wgo should, as the chess
player says, resign. L
b 4 L= 4 ]

SOMETHING BEHIND

One of the Day's Best Cartoons.

—From the Nashville Tennessean.

COMMUNITY BUILDING STUPIDITY

(Frederick L. Ackermne In Journal of American Instituie of Architecta.)

This statement concerns but twao
phases of the many ecomplex problems
surrounding the bullding of our cities—

windows in the walls upon the party
Itne and the width of rear vards.
It is my belief that the congested

conditlon within our larger cltles, the
rapid ghifting districts and the
sulting uncertuinty of land values, may,
in a large he
to the fact we have not properly
vonsldered of
nor marde adeguate attempt
solve them proper laws and
nanuves

The Inws of New Yark Clty on theae
twio subjects are typical; this aurgu-
ment 1#, therefore, hased upon
tions in that ey, for it s theres
the greatest amount of> data aned
terinl exist= up which the facis
auired in a demonstration may bBe es-
tablished, The argument also pre-
sEupposes city blocks approximating the
slze in New York Clty, 'of a varyving
length and nhaut 200 fest in wldih,

The firat proposition is thi=: the yese
of windowsa in the wall along the party
lHine produrces congestion, ls the most
important of all fa

re-

dezrea,
that
cithet
any
by

traced

1y
ordl-

that
mi-
Fe-

the ereatlon of the present inadeqg
in

width of vards
end reduc
money inyv o

1 shall assurn

the rear, and in
earning oW er
resity.

in this argument, thnt

of

directly |

these problems, !

condl- |

| within the

ors tending toward |

fin

the Investment. This candition results
from A great variety of causes: bhut
the indicatlons point directly and very
clearly to one In partlcular as heing
the principal factor. This is the low
return In rents from, and the decreased
percentage of occupancy in, the lower
rear purtions of bulldlngs in  such
areas,

It Is parfectly obwious that, by pro-
viding more light for the lower storlea
in the rear, we could increagn the earn.
ing pow such storie While such
an arrangement would quite naturally
reduca the return rental from the
upper floors, yet there are many ex-
amples which conclusively prove that
by a proper adjustment of the depth
uf vard 1o the number uf stories the
total Income from the bullding might
not anly be held at the same figure, hut
some casex actually increased,
There |= a sound, fundamental reason
why the proper space or volume with-
in the block will never reszull from
cconemle causes clone. To produce the
reognized desired result, namely, a
Brealer volume of unoccupled ppace
block without resorting to
ordinances, requires ahsolute co-opera-
tion the

Ir
n

01 part ol every property
owner upon the block.

Thiz voluntary co-eperation s an

| abgolute impossibllity, and, therefore,

the majority of structures of a com-
mercial nature are built by promotors,
I helieve this to e a fact. Tha mo-
tives of the operator are the promo-
tion fee and a quick sale. A careful
study of the trend o ‘elopment, both
in distriets and hlo shows us that
the first operations in any given dis-|
tricts are almost without exesption
conflned to corners and to lsolated
plots within a block., In other words,
it Is rare to find ane side or even a
nuarter af a bhloek snlldly developed
#t one time: the tendeney 1§ to se-
lent alternate plots. The reasons for
this are perfectly obvious; windows
are permitied along the property lne,
and hy bullding thus upon alternate
pleces of property, 1t is possible—for

time at least—to show an excellant
rent roil. It is, therefore, ensy to sell,
for there ara bhuyvers of gold bricks
still in the world. Thus aleo !s it pos-
Eibla, by the lure of light oflces In &
new huilding, In a good neighhorhnod,
to fill. the bullding at a low rent. |

84y low rent; for that statement there
reason: the promotnr has not de-
ducted from his plot or floor-space any
area for lights for the offices within
the center of the bullding, and, of
course, he can use a low unlt for nis
retital  price—hls nelghbor furnizhes
lizht,

What oceurs a little later when
adjoining owner, feeling the
burden, imiproves (?) his property?

The tenant with the long-term lease,
having been wise enough tn insert a
clavuse to the effect that the elozing
of the side windows would vacate his
lease, moves to other quarters. The
tenant with the short-term leass either
movesz o0pf fSecures an apprecianle re-
duction in rentl—and the owunerr pockets
his loss,

The above
One who has watched
occupancy  which
after hullding of

is a

the
tax

ig not A thearetical caze
the changes in
oecur  in building
the type considered,
and has known the anxicty of the
landlard durinz the perind when his
nelzhbor toak bhack hi¥ own, does not
ask for further demonstration. Ir
one I8 in doubt, conzider the matter
with a landlord of a narrow building
approximately nlnety feet deep, after
the blnck has been completely bullt up.

|

y versities

this law, which seems Lo some 30 arbi-
trary or even conllscatory in its nature,
i the final analysis, I8 aol an un-
reangonable condition Imposed upon the
ownere of property: It {2 an act which
insures thelr investment against depre-
clation resulting directly from the acts
of others.

It also provides—an Important ele-
ment in progress-——that realty can be
made to produce a better and a more
reasoniable return upon the money in-
vested in it

1 doubt if a single example can be
found where an owner, developlng an
entire block at one time, has not
properly conserved his light. To pro-
posa to the owner nf an entire bleck
that he erect thercon hulldings up to
the limit of volume allowed by the
preseat laws would ba about as fool-
hardy a proposil as ane could imagine,

College Attendance Gains

The number of eollege atudents in-
cereases during hard times and dimin-
Ishes In tlmes of prosperity, accord-
Ing to statistics. The period of de-
pression the early portion of 1914
prolonged ha declaratlion of
WA Perhape afF a consequance, at
least us a roincidence. thres univer-
sitles, Columbia, Californin and Pits-
hurgh, gained more than 1,000 stu-
dents each in all departments, fve,
Ohin State, Wisconsin, New York Uni-
versity, Minnesola and Pennsylvania,
zained more than 500, and five others,
lilinnis, Nebraska, Cornell, Cincinnati,
and Michigan, gained more than 200,

The increase of registration in hard
tintes is particularly to he noted In
the professional schoals, Business
teverges apperrently make men real-
iv¢ that mmental ecapital is of greater
permanent  value than the materlal
Fe=curces,

g universities now
even the largest of the foreign uni-
versities in the number of students
registered.  During the present year,
and while the war lnsts, there will
he much more educational activity in
this country than in uny of the coun-
tries of Europe. The following uni-
now each have more than

in

ws the

hegin to rival

By the absolute prohibition of this | 5000 students In attendanes: Colum:
viclous practice of allowing windows | g, 11,204; Callfornia, $,150: Chicage,
n the walls aldfg the party line, or 7,121, Wisconsin, #.694: I’ennsylvania,
by providling that such windows be!(503; Harvard, 6.411: Michigan, 6219
adindged a materinl damage to the | New York University, 6,142; Cornall,
adjancent owner, can we not eliminate 5,939; Mlinois, &,664,
the basic cause of dark offices, in- | Instead of there being an inecrease
sufficient wards in the rear, shifting

occupiney and property values, and in-
adenquate return upon investment? Pro-
moters wlill then be forced to provide
an ample plottage if they wish to erect
4 hizh bullding,; they will be forced
to light all of their bullding if they

wish to rent, and they will adjust the | (his
total volume of the building to Itsg ulti- | cont, as

mate aned natural earning power—not
to an earning power based iipon the
possession of light and alr which bhe-
longs to an adjacent owner.

With thls prohlhitlon—which |5, in
fact, no prohibition at all, but rather
a proteetion—huildings will in the end
assume a natural relation to the hlack

and plot.
The second proposition is this: the
present legal requirements as regards

width of vards at the rear has devel.
aoped a most uncconomic type of com-
mercial structure,

It is my helief that the volume of
unnceupied space within a block is the
mast important of all factors bearing
upon the ceconomic side of building
operations.

Of the many elements controlling the
stablility of rental values; and, in con-
sequence, the stabllity of property
values, none is of greater importance
than the proper adjustment hetween
the volume of the bulldings and thas
unoccupled space at the rear within
the hlock.

Of the. many faclors which deter-
mine the relajlon of income to invest-
ment, there is none of greater im-
portinee than the ahove rezulation.

The present revenue from bulldinga
In highly developed areas, even when
buildings are caleulated as fully occu-
pied, shows an inadequate return upon

| sociation,

in the enrollment of medical colleges
during this session, there will be a
decided decrease, according to the
Journul of the American Medical As-
Of about sixty-five med-
leal colleges from which reports have

heen reccived, enroitments show Lhat
fdecrease will be about § per
compared with from 3 to &

per cent in each of the last few vears.
The raising of the standards for ad-
mission te medical collrges, therefore,
has had a favorable effect in decreas-
Ing the number of those who take up
medicine as a life work. The number
his heen reduced to nearly the normal
supply for this country, and that sup-
ply will be much better qualified.

I'ncle Sam's Game.
(Pittsburgh Gazette-Times.)
Germany sinks or attacks onr ships
and Great Britain undertakes to regu-
inte them or capture them, and the
papers of each country wonder why
we don't go to war with the other.
Well, oane good reason is that tu dn
that would be playing right into their
aands, and that is not the game Uncle
Sam is playing at this particular time.

Pleturing Jim Ham,
(Pittsburgh Dispatch.)

It by any gyration of the whirligig
of polities Jim Hamilton Lewls should
oe made Vice-President of the United
States, and thercfore the president of -
the Senate, he would assuredly be the
most pleturesque figure In the chair
of that body since the time when John
d. Ingalls, of Kansas, was preslding
oflicer pro tempore. It |s fair to Theo-
dore Roosevell to say that he dldn't
haye half & chance,




